
A  B R I E F  S U R V E Y

Chess in 
Denmark

From a correspondence game played in 1836 to a 

modern federation, world-class grandmasters and an 

online revival.



Where the story begins

Chess had been played in Denmark for centuries — the 

first Danish chess books appeared as early as 1774 — but 

the 1830s and 1840s turned a pastime into an organised 

activity.

A correspondence game played in 1836 and the founding 

of the country's first club in 1844 mark the beginning of a 

continuous Danish chess tradition.
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A timeline of Danish chess

1836 A correspondence game is played in Copenhagen — an early landmark in Danish chess.

1844 Kjøbenhavns Skakforening, the oldest chess club in Denmark, is founded.

1873 Nordisk Skaktidende, the first Danish chess periodical, is founded in Copenhagen.

1895 Tidsskrift for Skak, published by Kjøbenhavns Skakforening, appears — the oldest chess 
magazine still published in the Nordic countries.

1899 Nordisk Skakforbund is founded at Tivoli in Copenhagen — one of the first international chess 
federations.

1903 Clubs in Jutland form a federation, renamed Dansk Skak Union in 1905.

1922 Aron Nimzowitsch settles in Denmark and becomes the country's leading figure.

1956 Bent Larsen earns the grandmaster title and takes Danish chess to the world elite.



Nimzowitsch in Copenhagen

Aron Nimzowitsch (1886-1935), born in Riga, settled permanently 

in Denmark in 1922. Living in Copenhagen, he reached his peak 

and ranked among the very best players in the world in the late 

1920s.

His book My System reshaped how players think about position, 

blockade and control — one of the most influential chess books 

ever written. He died in Copenhagen in 1935.

He spent the last thirteen years of his life in Copenhagen, and 

the rest of this survey follows what those years meant for 

Danish chess.



The dangerous waiter

Jens Enevoldsen's account in 30 år ved skakbrættet of a nerve-wracked Nimzowitsch.

“Nimzowitsch and I. O. were sitting in the 

Industriforeningen restaurant and I. O. offered 

Nimzowitsch a cup of coffee.

Nimzowitsch impetuously declined and confessed, 

whispering, that he dared not drink coffee there, since 

the waiter wanted to poison him.

I. O. managed to get the coffee served, and the waiter 

placed a cup in front of each of them and disappeared. 

Nimzowitsch then swapped around his own and I. O.'s 

cups.”

Nimzowitsch with I. O. Pedersen.



Summer at Vidtskue, 1923 and 1924

Nimzowitsch spent eight weeks as a guest at L. T. Andersen's estate Vidtskue in the summers of 1923 and 1924

— a quiet retreat that gave him ideal preparation for the Nordic tournament in August 1924.

The Vidtskue estate L. T. Andersen



Simultaneous exhibitions across Denmark

Like most professionals of his day, Nimzowitsch made part of his 

living from exhibition play. Touring Danish clubs, he faced dozens 

of opponents at once, moving from board to board in a single 

evening.

The evenings were rarely just play: he almost always gave a lecture 

first, on themes from his own books. For a small chess country, the 

effect was lasting: a whole generation of Danish players had met 

the hypermodern school in person.
Nimzowitsch at the demonstration board, 1922



Simul evenings and lecture themes

How many evenings each year, and what he lectured on.

Evenings on tour, by year

1922 98

1923 65

1924 51

1925 93

The 1925 winter tour was his largest: 52 evenings and 1,118 

games.

The recurring lecture themes

The endgame — the single most frequent chess subject 

in the tables.

The passed pawn, the open file and the 7th and 8th 

ranks — the core elements of My System.

The opening, the centre and the blockade, plus 

demonstrations of his own recent games.

One non-chess talk kept returning in 1923: Bolshevik 

rule in Riga, given at least six times.



The Tarrasch school versus the hypermoderns

The debate that defined an era: occupy the centre, or control it from a distance?

Tarrasch: occupy the 
centre

The classical school: occupy the centre with pawns on 

e4 and d4, develop quickly, seize the open lines and 

give the pieces maximum freedom.

Cramped positions and flank play were, in his 

teaching, simply bad chess.

Nimzowitsch: control the 
centre

The hypermodern answer: the centre can be 

controlled by pieces and fianchettoed bishops, and a 

broad pawn chain may become a target rather than a 

strength.

His method: restrain, blockade, destroy — with 

prophylaxis and overprotection as its guiding ideas.



His legacy in opening theory

Many openings carry his ideas — and some of them still carry his name.

Nimzo-Indian 
Defence
1.d4 Nf6 2.c4 e6 3.Nc3 Bb4 —

the centre pressured from afar, 

and ...Bxc3+ wrecking White's 

pawns.

Nimzowitsch Defence

1.e4 Nc6 — named after him: 

meeting the centre with pieces 

instead of pawns.

Nimzo-Larsen Attack

1.b3 — the bishop on b2 eyes 

the centre from the flank. Bent 

Larsen later made it a main 

weapon.

Réti and English

1.Nf3 was his most played 

move (43 games), 1.c4 in 19 

more — plus the French 

Advance.



Tournament victories in Denmark, 1922-1934

Six first places in twelve years — the one famous blemish was Jens Enevoldsen’s 1933 win with a double knight sacrifice.

Year Tournament Result

1922 Copenhagen “Nimzowitsch tournament” His first season in Denmark: first place in the events that welcomed him.

1923 The six-master tournament, Copenhagen
A win ahead of Sämisch, whom he defeated in the “immortal Zugzwang 

game”.

1924 Nordic tournament, Copenhagen First place (9½/10) — the strongest player in Scandinavia confirmed.

1927 Training tournament, Copenhagen Second after Maróczy in the recurring event.

1928 Training tournament, Copenhagen Another win, with Spielmann among the players left behind.

1933 Training tournament, Copenhagen First ahead of Stoltz, Ståhlberg and five Danish champions.

1934 Nordic tournament, Copenhagen His last major Danish success, half a year before his death.



The writer: My System and beyond

Nimzowitsch's Danish years were also his most productive as an author — and it is the books, more than the 
tournaments, that made him immortal.

The Blockade, 1925

A short treatise on restraining and blockading enemy 

pawns — a cornerstone of his hypermodern thinking.

Chess Praxis, 1929

His own games, annotated to show the system at 

work; a young Tigran Petrosian never forgot it.

A lasting influence

Written from Copenhagen, the classics are still in print 

nearly a century later.

My System, 1925-27

Published as five brochures, it set out overprotection, 

prophylaxis and central control as one system.



Writing, journalism and Danish victories

Alongside his books, Nimzowitsch wrote for the chess press and reported from the European tournament circuit —
while continuing to win at home in Denmark.

Skakbladet

He contributed to the Danish chess magazine, writing 

for the readers of his adopted country.

Kagans Neueste Schachnachrichten

He wrote regularly for the German chess journal, a 

main outlet for his hypermodern ideas.

Jyllands-Posten

He worked as a journalist for the newspaper, 

reporting from his own tournaments around Europe.



The Danish Nimzowitsch tradition

The idea that Danish chess was shaped by the thirteen years Nimzowitsch lived in Copenhagen.

Danmarks skaklærer

Bjørn Nielsen's book title says 

it: Denmark did not just host a 

grandmaster, it acquired a 

teacher.

A whole school

Simuls, lectures and articles 

spread prophylaxis and 

blockade to ordinary club 

players.

Enevoldsen to Larsen

The players who met him at 

the board carried his ideas on 

— Bent Larsen even made 1.b3 

his own.

A lasting identity

Danish chess still traces its 

positional style, its literature 

and its self-image to those 

years.



Denmark's silver at the 1927 Olympiad

The first Chess Olympiad was held at Westminster Central Hall in 

London, 18-30 July 1927, with 16 teams playing a full round robin.

Denmark took second place with 38½ points, half a step behind 

Hungary's 40 — a silver medal for a four-man team of Krause, 

Norman-Hansen, Andersen and Ruben. Nimzowitsch did not play, 

but the result came from the chess culture his presence had 

sharpened.

1 Hungary 40

2 Denmark 38½

3 Great Britain 36½
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